(in reply): As I mentioned in my recent paper on the subject, I think there is abundant evidence to show that lipodystrophia progressiva is a special type of morbid syndrome, and not merely a form of ordinary leanness or emaciation. Emaciation in very severe pulmonary tuber-'ulosis seldom, if ever, leads to such complete atrophy or disappearance oL subcutaneous fat as has been demonstrated by "biopsy " examination in some of the recorded cases of lipodystrophia progressiva. In the latter condition, moreover, the lower limbs are not involved in the fat-atrophy, as they are in ordinary cases of emaciation (from chronic tuberculosis, &c,). Apart from the fat-atrophy, it should also be noted that patients with lipodystrophia progressiva often appear to be in perfect health. The pathology of these cases is by no means clear, but the condition appears to be connected with some endocrine disturbance. This hypothetical endocrinedisturbance cannot be one limited to the female generative organs, such as was at first suggested, because it is now clear that males may be affected as well as females.
Dr. PARKES WEBER (in reply): As I mentioned in my recent paper on the subject, I think there is abundant evidence to show that lipodystrophia progressiva is a special type of morbid syndrome, and not merely a form of ordinary leanness or emaciation. Emaciation in very severe pulmonary tuber-'ulosis seldom, if ever, leads to such complete atrophy or disappearance oL subcutaneous fat as has been demonstrated by "biopsy " examination in some of the recorded cases of lipodystrophia progressiva. In the latter condition, moreover, the lower limbs are not involved in the fat-atrophy, as they are in ordinary cases of emaciation (from chronic tuberculosis, &c,). Apart from the fat-atrophy, it should also be noted that patients with lipodystrophia progressiva often appear to be in perfect health. The pathology of these cases is by no means clear, but the condition appears to be connected with some endocrine disturbance. This THE patient, M. P., female, aged 31 years, was prematurely born '(at seven months), but appears physically and mentally fairly normal, excepting that she is blind and presents incomplete bilateral optic nerve atrophy (Dr. R. Gruber). The mother is not sure that the child could ever see more than enough to distinguish light from darkness. There is a strong history of infantile convulsions up to the age of 1 year and 2 months. She commenced to suffer from fits when she was aged 2 months, the first one lasting about fifteen minutes. They recurred frequently for three days, and then they ceased until she was aged 6 months. From that time they appeared in the form of frequent attacks of " jerky movements" (six to eight attacks daily) until she was aged 14 months, when they ceased. The child's blood-serum and that of her mother both give a positive Wassermann reaction (Dr. H. Schmidt, April, 1917) . The mother has one other child, a boy, aged 9 years, who is living and seems to be healthy, and whose blood-serum gives a THE patient, 0. H. S., aged 10 years, a bodily well-developed boy, of apparently average intelligence, has had great difficulty at school because practically he cannot read or write. He has, indeed, gradually learned to read and write a few letters of the alphabet, notably the first two or three letters, but he often makes mistakes, for instance, he often says that the letter " D " is " B." As in some other cases, it seems' to make no difference whether the letters are small or capital letters, printed or written. He has learned to read and write Arabic numerals relatively well, and this corresponds to the observations of James Hinshelwood and others, that the recognition of Arabic numerals is readily acquired in cases of congenital word-blindness. When one tells him to write down his age (9 years), he at once writes down 9, as an Arabic numeral, but cannot write the word years after it. He can add up figures a little, but is certainly extremely backward for his age in arithmetic. He has learned to write his own name, and can recognize his name when someone else writes it. In regard to most words, however, when he tries even merely to copy them, he often makes
